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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

141432Z 023997/43 

O 141408Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ABIDIAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2459 

SECRET ABIDIAN 2537 

EXDIS 

FOR AF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE SCHAUFELE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IV 

SUB J : HOUPHOUET REQUESTS PRESIDENT CARTER 
RECEIVE IVORIAN AMBASSADOR 

REF: ABIDJAN 0466 

1 . PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY CONVOKED ME THIS MORNING 

TO SAY THAT HE HAD PREPARED PERSONAL MESSAGE FOR PRESIDENT 
CARTER WHICH HE WOULD LIKE IVORIAN AMBASSADOR AHOUA TO 
DELIVER TO PRESIDENT PERSONALLY. HE SAID THAT AHOUA (WHO 
IS NOW IN ABIDJAN) WOULD BE RETURNING TO WASHINGTON 
TONIGHT OR TOMORROW AND HOUPHOUET HOPED THAT PRESIDENT 
CARTER WOULD BE ABLE TO RECEIVE HIM AS SOON THEREAFTER 
AS POSSIBLE. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTIONS, HOUPHOUET SAID 
THAT HIS LETTER PRESENTED HIS IDEAS ON A NUMBER OF SUB- 
JECTS OF COMMON INTEREST INCLUDING SOUTHERN 
AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST. HE ADDED THAT HE HAD GREATLY 
APPRECIATED THE TONE AND CONTENT OF THE MESSAGE HE HAD 
RECEIVED FROM PRESIDENT CARTER IN JANUARY. IN HIS 
USUAL MODEST WAY HOUPHOUET SAID THAT HE REALIZED THE 
IVORY COAST COULD NOT INFLUENCE "GREAT EVENTS” IN A 
DRAMATIC WAY BUT HE HOPED NEVERTHELESS THAT HIS VIEWS 
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WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE PRESIDENT SINCE THEY CAME FROM AN 
AFRICAN LEADER WHO HAD NO AXE TO GRIND AND SPOKE AS A 
FRIEND OF THE WEST IN GENERAL AND THE UNITED STATES 
IN PARTICULAR. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE HOUPHOUET DID NOT REPEAT NOT MENTION 
THE QUESTION OF U.S. ASSISTANCE TO THE AFRICAN DEVELOP- 
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MENT BANK (REFTEL), IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HIS LETTER WILL 
COVER THIS SUBJECT AS WELL AS THOSE HE MENTIONED 
SPECIFICALLY TO ME. AS YOU KNOW, IT IS RARE FOR HOUPHOUET 
TO REQUEST SPECIAL ATTENTION OF THE KIND HE IS NOW SEEKING. 
HE OBVIOUSLY ATTACHES CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO THIS 
FIRST EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE NEW ADMINISTRATION AND 
I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO RECEIVE MESSAGE PERSONALLY FROM AMBASSADOR 
AHOUA. END COMMENT. 

3. 1 WILL BE REPORTING OTHER VIEWS EXPRESSED BY HOUPHOUET 
BY SEPTEL. 

STEARNS 
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